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Dublin Castle, 



12 th September, 1893. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, forwarding, for 
submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, your Report on the Mackerel 
Eishing off the Coast of Ireland during the Spring of 1893. 



i 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant 

D. HARREL. 

The Inspectors of Fisheries. 
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AD-INTERIM REPORT 



INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES 

ON THB 

MACKEREL FISHING OFF THE COAST OF IRELAND DURING THE 
SPRING OF 1893. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY ROBERT OFFLEY ASHBURTON, 

BARON HOUGHTON, K.P., P.C., 

&c., &c., &c., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

We have the honour to submit our Report on the Mackerel Fishing off the Coast 
of Ireland during the Spring of 1893. 

The spring fishing of 1893 presents some points of special interest. The 
weather was exceptionally fine, so that it was possible for boats on the west of Ireland 
to fish every night while the season lasted ; but on the south coast the excessively calm 
weather proved a disadvantage on many occasions, and over-day fish were not uncommon. 

Though the month preceding the mackerel season was much warmer than the 
corresponding month last year, the sea temperature showed but little advance in com- 
parison. On the west. coast it attained 50° only 48 hours earlier than in 1892, and 
the main fishing by large boats on the south and west opened on the 4th of April instead 
of on the 6th, as in 1892. Previous to this date some mackerel were caught, chiefly 
by canoes and row boats. 

Lent was over before the fishing began, and the Easter holidays, with their usual 
market depressions, influenced the opening prices. The amount of fish captured in 
April being more than twice a§ great as that 'caught in the same month of 1892 also 
depressed prices in that portion of the season when high prices might have been 
expected. 

The boats engaged to buyers at contract prices consequently came off better, as a 
rule, than those depending on the open market; and in some cases realized large 
sums. 

The English buyers, with very few exceptions, formed themselves into a syndicate, 
and contracted with a large number of boats, which fished for them from Castletownsend 
to the Arran Islands. 

Three Manx co-operative associations also fished in Kinsale, Castletownsend, 
Crookhaven, and Fenit; and sent their own fish to English markets. Fish from the 
Arran Islands was similarly disposed of by the agent of the Congested Districts Board. 

The fishery on the west coast was remarkably good — Fenit being the port from 
which the largest amount was despatched, and where most money was made by 
individual boats. 

A 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



4 

The amount offish despatched by railway far exceeded the amount thus despatched 
in former years. This was owing chiefly to the fact that nearly all the Arran Island 
fish, and a large proportion of that landed at Fenit, were sent vid Dublin. The amount 
was so great that not only were special trains necessary, but the London and North 
Western Co. had to put on special steamers at the North Wall Station. Complaints 
were made that serious delays occurred at Holyhead. The railway officials, however, 
made great efforts to get the fish through, quickly ; and no doubt greater facilities will 
be provided next season. At Galway, the Midland Great Western Railway Company 
made new sidings to the dock, so as to facilitate the landing of fish. Since the close of 
the spring fishing two new lines of railway, touching deep water, have been opened, 
viz., one to Valencia in Kerry, and one to Killy begs in Donegal. The former will no 
doubt be availed of; and although the spring mackerel fishing has not been yet 
attempted so far north as Donegal Bay (except by a few canoes on the Mayo coast), 
Killybegs may yet become a port for despatch. 

While noting the successful season of 1893 on the west coast, it is to be regretted 
that the fishing at the old centres of the trade on the south coast was not what might 
have been expected. Calm weather, and the small size of the fish captured, had much 
to say to the failure ; and many boats in the large fleets which worked from Kinsale 
and Baltimore had to return home without paying their expenses. 

It may here be well to remark that no general conclusion should be drawn from 
such an exceptional year’s fishing. The weather on the west coast was, as has been 
stated, unusually fine ; and, when plans for next season are being formed, this must be 
borne in mind, as should also the migrations of fish which, although certain in some 
ways, are in other respects as uncertain as the weather. 

The total number of boxes, of about 60 fish each, captured amounted to 235,648 and 
the*total value to £105,816. This would give an average all round of 9s. per box.. 

The following number of boats attended the Spring fishing : — English, 37 ; Scotch, 
9 ; Manx, 230 ; French, 93 ; Irish, 1st class, 233. 

2nd „ 60. 

3rd „ 809 (including curraghs). 

We append a Table showing particulars of the fishing carried on at the different 
places round the coast. 

All of which we beg respectfully to submit to Your Excellency. 



ALAN HORNSBY, \ Inspectors 

WM. SPOTSWOOD GREEN, of 

CECIL R. ROCHE, .» Irish Fisheries. 

Fisheries Office, 

Dublin Castle, 

11th September, 1893. 
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SPEING MACKEREL 



Details of the Fishing carried on 



(Obtained from Coast-Gua/rd Officers, dec., 



Name of Coastguard, Station, 
or place whero information 
collected. 


Date on which 
Fishing ^ 


Fishing onded.* 


Places at which Fish is principally 


Places where Landed. 








1893. 


1893. 






Ballycotton, 






5th May, . 


21st June, . 


Ballycotton, . ... 


Ballycotton, .... 


Queenstown, . 






4th May, . 


20th June, 


Off Roche’s Point, 


Queenstown, . . . 


Upper Cove, 
Courtmaesherry, 






30th March, 
8th April, . 


30th June, . 
24th June, . 


Old Head of Kinsale — from 20 to 30 
miles off shore. 

Courtmaesherry, 


Kinsale, .... 

Kinsale and Castletownsend, . 


Union Hall, 






1st April, . 


20th June, . 


Off Union HaU, 


Union Hall, .... 


Castletownsend, 






28th March, 


23rd June, . 


Off Castletownsend, . 


Castletownsend and Reen, 


Baltimore, 






4th April, . 


22nd June,. 


Off Baltimore, 


Baltimore, .... 


Crookhaven, 
Castletown Bore, 






4th April, . 
30th March 


20th June, . 
10th June, . 


From 20 to 45 miles West and 
South-West of Alderman Rocks. 
Castletown, Waterfall, and Pulleen. 


Crookhaven, 

Castletown, .... 


Ballydonegan, 
Ballyerovane, . 






3rd April, . 
1st April, . 


29th April, 
6th May, . 


Dnrsey Island, Garnish, Reentrisk, 
Equavade, Tranferlagh, and 
Ballydonegan. 

Off Cod Head 


Garnish, Tranferlagh, Dursey 
Island, and Ballydonegan, 

Ballyerovane , 


Lackeen Point, . 






April. . 


1st May, . 


Westeove and Castlecove, . 


Westeove, Castlecove, and Rawe, 


Waterville, 






1st April, 


8th June, . 


Reenin, Coomatloukane, Derry- 
nane, and Westeove. 


Reenin, Coomatloukane, Derry- 
nane, and West Cove. 


Ballinskelligs, . 






5th May, . 


31st May, . 


Glen, Boolakeel, Ballinskelligs, and 
Innyferry. 


Boolakeel, . 


Portmagee, 






31st March, 


14th June, . 


Off Bray Head, Puffin Island, and 
Skelligs Rocks. 


Portmagee and Knightstown, ^ 


Knightstown, . 






4th April, . 


13th June, . 


Bray Head to Lighthouse, . 


Knightstown, 


Cahersiveen, . 






23rd March, 


27th May, . 


Off Coonana and Cooscroom, . 


Coonana, Cooscroom, and 


Kells, 






April, . 


Middle of May, . 


Kells to Coonana Point, 


Kells 


Dingle, ■ 






4th April, . 


15th June, 


Dingle Bay, .... 


Dingle and Ballymore, . 


Ventry, . 






3rd April, . 


15th June, 


Off Blasket Islands— from 1 to 
10 miles. 


Ventry, Dunquin, and Blaskets, 


Smcrwick, . 

Brandon Creek, 






3rd January, 
1st April, . 


2nd June. . 
15th May, . 


Clogher.Ferriter's Cove, Smerwick, 
Ballydavid, Brandon Creek, Bal- 
linranagh and Glassabeg. 
Outside Brandon Creek, 


Smerwick and Ballydavid, 
Brandon Creek, 


Brandon, 






26th March, 


7th May, . 


Brandon Bay, .... 


Brandon, .... 


Fenit, 






31st March, 


31st May, . 


From Brandon Head to Loop Head, 


Fenit, ..... 


Kilcredane, 






1st April, . 


27th May, . 


Carrigaholt and Tullig, 


Carrigaholt and Tullig, . 


Ross, 






13th April, 


19th May, 


Malbay, .... 


Ross Creek, .... 


Moveen (Carrigaholt), 




12th April, 


3rd May, . 


Between Kilkee and Loop-head, . 


Goleen, .... 


Coosheen, 






11th April, 


24th May, . 


Coosheen, .... 


Farrihy, .... 


Kilkee, . 






8th April, . 


30th May, . 


Kilkee, ... 


Kilkee, .... 


Seafield 






3rd March, 


4th May, . 


Off Coastguard Station, 


Seafield 


Liscannor, 






3rd April, . 


15th April, 


Off Liscannor, . 


Liscannor, .... 


Kilronan (N. Arran) 






4th April, . 


9th June, . 


Off N. Arran Island, . 


Kilronan, .... 


Belmullet, 






24th February, . 


24th June, 


Broadhaven, and off adjoining 
Coast. 


Tip, Inver, and Portacloy, 


Belderg, . 






11th May, . 


30 th June, 


Belderg and Porturlin, 


Belderg and Porturlin, . 


Rathlacken, 






11th June, 


End of June, 


Laclcen Bay, .... 


Rathlacken, . . . 



* Note— T hese columns show the earliest and latest dates on which fish were taken, but, in a great many cases, the ■ 
large boats did not commence until a few days after the former, and ended some days earlier than the latter dates. 



fishing by 
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FISHING, 1893. 



AT OR NEAR THE FOLLOWING PLACES. 



subject to correction in the Annual Report.) 



10s. 3rf. English Markets, 



3s. 10d. I Sold locally, . 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





Dublin : Printed for Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 

By Alkx. Tjiom & Co. (Limited) 87, 88, & SO. Abbey-sircet. 
The Queen’s Printing Office. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



